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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE BIRDS OF SOUTH INDIA

I ntroduction

Thisissue of BUCEROS is a state-wise bibliography of birds of South India. It has been
extracted from the bibliographic database of Avian Ecology maintained by the ENVIS
Centreat Bombay Natural History Society. A bibliography of thistype can not be complete
and this bibliography is also not an exception. There are limitations on collecting all the
published material on such avast subject. Thisbibliography includes only references that
areavailable at the BNHS library.

We have included four major states of South India namely Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
Keralaand Tamil Nadu. Hence, the bibliography isdivided into four parts. It isorganized
according to taxonomic order of the birdsfollowing Manakadan & Pittie (2001). Remaining
references are categorized under broad headings such as Checklist, Survey, Wetlands
(estuary, tanks, reservoirs), Protected Areas (National Parks, Wildlife Sanctuaries, Tiger
Reserves, Reserve Forest and Biosphere Reserve), Regions (City, Area), Agriculture and
Birds, Conservation and Miscellaneous.

Our aim isto bring out ready reference material for amateur and expert birdwatchers. At
the end of the bibliography an index has been provided and abbreviations are placed at the
beginning on page no.1 for quick reference.
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APNHS= Andhra Pradesh Natura History Society

AWB Publ.= Asian Wetland Burea

Bangladesh J. Zool = Bangladesh Journal of Zoology

Blackbuck = Blackbuck (Madras Naturalist Society)

Bird Conserv. Internatn. = Bird Conservation International

Bulletin B.O.C. / Bulletin BOC= Bulletin of British Ornithologica Club

Bull. Bot. Surv. India = Bulletin of Botanical Survey of India
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Indian J. For. = Indian Journal of Forestry

IWRB Spec. Pulb = International Waterfowl & Wetland Research Burea

J. Applied Ecology = Journal of Applied Ecology

J. Bengal Nat. Hist. Soc. = Journal of Bengal Natural History Society

. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. = Journal of Bombay Natural History Society

. Biosci. = Journal of Bioscience

. Ecobiol. = Journal Of Ecobiology

Ecol. Soc. = Journal of Ecological Society

. Ind. Bot. Soc. = Journal of Indian Botanical Society

. Kerala Nat. Hist. Soc. = Journal of Kerala Natural History Society

. Mar. Biol. Ass. India = Journal of Marine Biological Association of India
Resonance J. of Sci. education = Resonance Journal of Science & Education
J. Tropical Ecol. = Journal of Tropical Ecology

Jaipur: TWS = Jaipur: Tourism & Wildlife Society of India

JASB = Journal of Asiatic Society of Bengal

JPASB = Journal of Proceedings of the Asiatic Society Bengal

KFRI = Kerala Forest Research Institute

OBC Bulletin = Oriental Bird Club Bulletin

Pres. Soc. Golden Jubilee Souvenir = Preservation Society Golden Jubilee Souvenir
Proc. Indian Acad. Sci. = Proceedings of the Indian Academy of Sciences
Proc. Nat. Sem. Esturine Manag. = Proceedings of the National Seminar on Esturine Management
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Proc. Zool. Soc. London = Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London
Rec. Ind. Mus. = Records of the Indian Museum

Rec. Zool. Surv. India = Records of the Zoolological Survey of India

Soc. Appl. Ornith. = Society of Applied Ornithology

Zool. Surv. India = Zoologica Survey of India
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ANDHRA PRADESH

Andhra Pradesh (12° 40" - 19° 50' N and 76° 45' - 84° 40' E) is the fifth largest state in
India, with a geographical area of 27.51 million ha, 8.37% of the total area of India. The
state is surrounded by Tamil Nadu in the south, by Orissa on the northeast, Maharashtra
and Chhattisgarh on the north, eastern Maharashtra and Karnataka on the west and by the
Bay of Bengal on the east. Andhra Pradesh has three distinct regions: the coastal region
(Andhra), theinterior region (Rayalaseema) and the Telenganaregion (Hyderabad).

Andhra Pradeshis situated in the tropical zone and has 16% of its area under forest. It has
acoastline of about 972 km onits eastern side. The atitude variesfrom sealevel along the
coastal plainsto about 1,500 m in the Eastern Ghats. The average altitude of the plainsis
about 500 m.

The Eastern Ghatsare arugged, hilly terrain running almost parallel to the eastern coast of
India. The Eastern Ghats are divisible into three zones: the northern Eastern Ghats, the
middle Eastern Ghats, and the southern Eastern Ghats. Of these three zones, the northern
and middle portionslie in Andhra Pradesh. The Eastern Ghats are |ocated between 11° 30'
-22°00'N and 76° 50" - 86° 30' Ein aN-E to S-'W axis. The Ghats cover an area of about
75,000 sg. km with an average width of 200 km in the north and 100 km in the south. They
extend over alength of 1,750 km between therivers Mahanadi and Vaigainal. Theelevation
of the Eastern Ghatsisfrom 750 mto 1,672 m. The Eastern Ghats run through Mallur in
Warangal, Ukkumanidi in Khammam district, Maredumilli in East Godavari, Lankapakala
in Visakhapatnam, Coringa in East Godavari, Peddacheruvu in Kurnool, Kuntlapalli in
Anatapur and Talakonain Chittoor (Jadhav and Reddy 2002).

Vegetation

According to the Forest Survey of India (1999), the forest cover in the State is 44,229 sq.
km constituting 16.08% of the geographical area. Denseforest accountsfor 24,190 sg. km;
open forest 19,642 sg. km and mangrove 397 sg. km. Five magjor forest types occur in
Andhra Pradesh: Tropical Dry Deciduous, Tropical Thorn, Tropical Moist Deciduous,
Tropical Dry Evergreen and Littoral and Swamp Forests. The forest area, a long strip,
begins in the north from the Nizamabad district in the west, to Srikakulam in the east.
Besides this, a forest belt runs from the central to the southern part of the State in the
Nallamalai hills.

In Andhra Pradesh there are 26 protected areas of which four are national parksand 22 are
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wildlife sanctuaries, constituting 4.56% of the State (Rodgers et al. 2000).

AVIFAUNA

AndhraPradesh hasalong history of ornithological investigation, beginning with T. C. Jerdon
in 1839-1840 when he worked on the birds of the Madras Presdency (now largely in Andhra
Pradesh). After 30 years, Ball (1877) worked in Kondakarla and the surrounding areas of the
Vishakapatnam digtrict. Later, Whistler and Kinnear (1930-37) and Ali (1933-34) conducted
scientific surveysof the Eastern Ghats and the erstwhile Hydrabad state, respectively. Abdul di
(1945) surveyed the areas of Ananthagiri, Sankarmetta and Lamasinghi and collated a fairly
comprehensive list of the *Birds of Vizagapatam’ with nearly 277 species. In 1953, Abduldli
drew up an additiona list. Several more studies were conducted in recent decades by Price
(1978, 1979, 1990), Krishna Raju and Justus (1971), Krishna Rgju and Price (1973), Grubh
(1976) in Sriharikota (Nellore district), Krishna Rgju (1985), Hussain (1989,1991), Ripley et
al. (1987-88), and Magjumdar (1984) in Adilabad digtrict.

Some significant studies were carried out on the Great Indian Bustard Ardeotis nigriceps
(Rahmani 1989), and the L esser Florican Sypheotidesindica (Sankaran and Manakadan 1990)
inRollapaduWildlife Sanctuary. Therediscovery of the Jerdon’s Courser Rhinoptilushitorquatus,
near Reddipalli villagein Cuddapah district in 1986 (Bhushan 1986) |ead to the notification of
the Sri Lankamalleswara Sanctuary in Cuddapah district. During recent years, detailed studies
were carried out on the threatened Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus philippensisin Pulicat Lake
and Nelgpattu of Ndloredistrict (Manakadan and Kannan 2003) and the Critically Endangered
Jerdon’sCourser (Jeganathan et al. 2002, Jeganathan et al. 2004) in Sri LankamaleswvaraWildlife
Sanctuary. AndhraPradesh hasalarge number of heronries, perhapsasmany as60, of which 41
areactive. The Telikunchi heronry inthe Srikakulam digtrict isthelargest in India(Subramanya
1996a), and as many as 25,000 Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitans breed here (Subramanya
1996h). Accordingtothe I BA criteria, 16 Steswereidentified asImprtant Bird Areas(ISam &

Rahmani 2004).

TheBirdwatchers Society of AndhraPradesh anditsmembershave madeacons derablecontribution
totheornithology of AndhraPradesh through variousfield trips, especialy inand around Hyderabad
and dso inthe surrounding digtricts of Medak, Ranga Reddy, Warangd,, Nizamabad, Nagondaand
Mahboobnagar. A checkligt of Birds of Andhra Pradesh, compiled by Taher and Fittie (1989, 1996)
includes nearly 500 species and the racesfound in Andhra Pradesh.

Theinfor mation given aboveisobtained from “ I mportant Bird Areasin India: Priority
sitesfor Conservation” (Islam and Rahmani 2004).
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KARNATAKA

Karnataka (11° 30" - 18° 25' N and 74° 10’ - 78° 35' E) has a geographical area of 19.18
million ha, constituting 5.83% of the total area of the country. It isthe eighth largest state
in the country. The name Karnataka is derived from Karunadu, which means lofty land.
The physiography of the State, most of which is plateau, justifies the name. The State can
be divided into two regions, the ‘Maland’ or hilly region comprising mainly the Western
Ghats, andthe*Maidan’ or the plain region comprising theinland plateau of varying heights.
The major rivers of the State are Cauvery, Tungbhadra, Krishna, Sharavati and Kalinadi.
All theseriversflow eastward and meet the Bay of Bengal.

Vegetation

Karnataka has five major forest types: Tropical Wet Evergreen, Tropical Semi-evergreen,
Tropical Moist Deciduous, Tropical Dry Deciduous, and Tropical Thorn Forest. Most of
the forest in Karnataka is situated in a belt running from north to south starting from
Belgaum and ending in Mysore (Forest Survey of Indiareport of 1999). The State ranks
fourthamong all the Statesand Union Territoriesin respect of areaunder tree cover (Ministry
of Environment and Forests 2001). A large number of hills and hill ranges dot the island
plateau area. According to the Forest Survey of Indiareport of 2001, the recorded forest
areais38,72,400 hawhich constitutes 20.2% of the geographical areaof the State. Reserved
forest constitutes 28,61,100 ha(73.8%), protected forest 3,93,200 ha (10.2%), and unclassed
forest 6,18,100 ha (16%). There are five national parks and 20 wildlife sanctuaries in
Karnataka, constituting about 2.05% area of the State under protected system (Rodgers et
al. 2000). Thenational parkscover 2,47,218 hawhile sanctuaries cover about 3,93,061 ha.
Rodgers et al. (2000) have suggested addition of two national parks and seven wildlife
sanctuaries.

Avifauna

Somessignificant work has been carried out on the Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus philippensis
in Kokkare Bellur pelicanry (Neginha 1976, 1977; Sridhar 1992; Johnson et al. 1993;
Talukdar 1999); Nelligudda tank (George 1994). This species is under threat due to
disturbance, persecution, and degradation of wetlands by pollution, entanglement infishing
equipment and decline in food supplies (Crivelli and Schreiber 1984). More than 500
species of birds have been recorded here (Singh & Ahmed 2001).

Work has been carried out on the Yellow-throated Bulbul Pycnonotus xantholaemus. This
bulbul inhabits sparse thorn scrub, interspersed with some large trees among stony hillocks
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(Ali and Whistler 1942-1943). It isendemic to southern peninsular India, whereitispatchily
distributed (Subramanya et al. 1995). It is considered Vulnerable (BirdLife International
2001) because of itsfragmented popul ation and the degradation of scrub and forest habitats.
From Karnatakathe species has been recorded from Nandi Hills (Subramanyaet al. 1991);
Kanganahalli betta, Kendatti State Forest (S. Subramanya, pers. comm. in 2003);
Adichunchunagiri (Prasad et al. 1991); Ragihalli State Forest (S. Subramanya, pers. comm.
2003) and Biligirirangan hill (Karthikeyan et al. 1995).

Along with thesetwo birds, the Nilgiri Wood-Pigeon Columba el phinstonii isalso reported
in Karnataka. Thisbird has been recorded from Castle Rock, Anshi National Park (Uttangi
1994); Nandi Hills (Subramanyaet al. 1994); Bannerghatta National Park (George 1994)
and Bandipur National Park. A relict population has been found at Nandi Hills, which is
well separated from the rest of the known distributional range of the species. According to
thelBA criteria, 37 siteswereidentified asImprtant Bird Areas (Islam & Rahmani 2004).

Theinfor mation given aboveisobtained from “ Important Bird Areasin India: Priority
sitesfor Conservation” (Islam and Rahmani 2004).
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KERALA

Kerala (8° 17' - 12° 47" North and 74° 52' - 77° 24' East) is one of the smaller states of
India. With an area of 38,86,300 ha, Kerala constitutes about 1.18% of the land area of
India. The State is divided into 14 administrative districts. The Union Territory of
Lakshadweep is situated in the Arabian Sea off the coast of north Kerala. Tamil Nadu
forms a border on the south and partly on the east, and Karnatakais located on the north
and northeast. Its greatest length north to south is about 545 km and its greatest width is
about 120 km, though most parts are considerably less wide (Ali 1999).

Keralacan be physiographically subdivided into Lowlands (< 75 m above msl), Midlands
(75-500 m above mdl), Highlands (500-780 m above mdl) and High ranges (> 750 m above
mgl) (lype et al. 1991). The Lowlands comprise the long and narrow coastal belt on the
west with stretches of sand and backwaters. Extensive paddy fields and numerous coconut
plantations dominate the landscape in this area.

In between the highland and lowland is the midland, which is undulating country covered
by laterite soil cut across by riverswith isolated hills and plains leading to the forest-clad
highlands. Paddy is the common crop in the valleys, while tapioca is cultivated on the
slopes and highlands. The Western Ghats that bound Kerala on its eastern side, constitute
dominant highland. While thick forests cover the upper ranges in this mountain area, the
lower ranges have plantations, which areinterspersed with forests. Crops such astea, coffee,
cardamom and turmeric abound in the higher elevations whereas in the sub-mountainous
tractsand below the Ghats, pepper, rubber and ginger are grown. The continuous mountain
isbroken only by the Palghat Gap, atransverse valley about 25 km wide which cuts across
it, sharply dividing Wynaad and the Nilgirisfrom the Nelliampathi Hillsof Thrissur district
to their south (Ali 1999). The Wynaad tableland, 95 km by 50 km, at an average elevation
of 900 m, isinteresting for its avifauna and other biodiversity.

The rivers of Kerala provide the State with an abundance of water resources. Fortyfour
riversflow through Kerala. The bigger riversare Bharatapuzha, Periyar, Pampaand Chaliyar
which exceed 160 km in length, while all the others are relatively small with an average
length of about 64 km (SreedharaMenon 1997). The state has an extensive range of physical
features that result in a corresponding diversity of climatic features. The high ranges of
Keralahaveacool and bracing climate whilethe plainsare hot and humid. The temperature
ranges from 19.8 °C to 36.7 °C. Owing to the mountainous nature of the State, it receives
heavy rainfall. However, there are somerain shadow areasthat receivelessthan 1,000 mm
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rainfall. The most important of the rain shadow area is the Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary
where the rainfall is about 500 mm. However, in most of the other areas, the average
annual rainfall varies between 1,520 to 4,075 mm, the heaviest rainfall being received in
June.

The State isthe mgjor producer of food cropslike grains, cereals and pulses. The principal
plantation crops are rubber, tea, coffee and cardamom. Thetotal populationis31.84 million,
of which 74% isrural. The population density is 749 persons per sq. km, one of the most
densely popul ated states of India (Forests Survey of India, 2001). Theforestsof Keralaare
hometo some of the endemic and endangered speciesof India. For example, Agasthyamalai
harbours 150 endemic taxa of flowering plants. The hills of Munnar are said to be the
richest in the world, with more than 30 species of balsamswithin 16 sg. km (Pillay 1929,
Barnes 1939). Horaand Nair (1941) and Horaand Law (1941) have documented the fish
faunaof the State. About 150 species of freshwater fish have been reported from the Western
Ghats of Keralaaswell from other parts of the State. According to Menon (1987) there are
about 40 species of Indian freshwater fish, which are either seriously threatened or rare,
and deserve immediate protection. A blind catfish, discovered in Kottayam (Menon
1950) is known only from Kerala. Ten endemic fish species have been reported from the
Stateincluding Puntius denisonii, Osteobrama bakeri, Garra surendranathanii, Osteochilus
longidorsalis, Chela fasciata, Travancoria jonesi, Nemacheilus keralensis, Horabagrus
brachysoma, Batario travancoria, and Tetradon travancoricus; about 28 species of
Endangered fish, and seven species of Critically Endangered fish Pisoclonopliusboro, Tor
tor, Travancoria jonesi, Horalabiosa joshuai, Nemacheilus monilis, Balitora mysorensis,
and Chela fasciata have been reported (Biju et al. 2000).

Vegetation

Themajor forest typesobserved in Keralaare Tropical Evergreen, Tropical Semi-evergreen,
Tropical Moist Deciduous, Dry Deciduous, Montane Sholas, Savannas, Grasslands and
Lowland Scrub jungles. The outstanding feature of the Western Ghats of Kerala is the
development of Tropical Rain Forest towardsthe south between 500-1500 m (Subramanyam
and Nayar 1974, Chandrasekaran 1962). Thefloraand faunaof the Western Ghatsin genera
have been discussed by several authorslike Blasco (1970); Krishnan (1974); Mani (1974);
Subramanyam and Nayar (1974); Nayar (1977; 1980a; 1980b); Ahmedullah and Nayar
(1987); Rao (1978); Pascal (1988); Nair and Daniel (1986); Nair (1991). Ali (1969) has
broadly divided theforest of Keralainto four classes, asfollows: (i) Heavy Moist Evergreen,
confined to the Ghats (chiefly the western slopes) and ravines, and perhapsto one-third of
the upper hill plateau, (i) Land originally covered with Evergreen Forest, but now overgrown
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by secondary scrub jungles of various ages, (iii) Deciduous Forest with tall coarse grass
growing under the trees which cover the ridges and higher ground and a part of the hill
plateau, (iv) Rock and stony land covered with short grass (shola grasslands).

AVIFAUNA

About 475 speciesof birds have been recorded in the State, of which 149 speciesarefound
in the coastal areas and the remaining in the midlands and highlands (Neelakantan et al.
1993). These constitute about 25% of Indian avifauna. K. V. Eldose and Thomas Zacharias
(unpublished) have listed 463 species, some not noted by Neelakantan et al. (1993) or Ali
(1999). Keralahasalong history of ornithological surveys. Based on the birds collected by
Fulton and Frank Bourdillon, A. O. Hume wrote two papers in Sray Feathers (Hume
1876, 1878). At ailmost the same time, H. S. Ferguson, another tea planter, collected birds
and wrote a series of papersin J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. (Ferguson and Bourdillon 1903,
1904). An exhaustive investigation of theforest birds of Travancore was conducted by Ali
and Whistler (1935-1937) while Ali (1969) documented the avifauna of the State. Since
then severa workers have made further observations in different parts of the protected
areas of the State (eg. Vijayan and Balakrishnan 1977, Vijayan 1978, Zachariasand Gaston
1993, Srivasthava et al. 1993). Among the Critically Endangered species, the Oriental
White-backed Vulture Gypsbengalensisis present in the State. BirdLife International (2001)
haslisted 10 Endangered species, of which, the Nilgiri Laughingthrush Garrulax cachinnans
has definitely been recorded intwo IBAs. The Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus philippensis,
Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus and Yellow-throated Bulbul Pycnonotus
xantholaemus are occasionally seen. In Kerala, 13 out of 57 Vulnerable species listed for
India by BirdLife International (2001) are found. Ten of these 13 are found in the IBAS,
whilethree are stray records (Sociable L apwing Vanellusgregarius, Spoon-billed Sandpiper
Calidris pygmea and Green Munia Amandava formosa: listed by Eldose and Zacharias,
unpublished). The Green Muniacould be an escape from pet trade. BirdLife International
(2001) haslisted 52 Near Threatened bird speciesfor India, 15 of them occur in Kerala. In
the biome classification done by BirdLife International (undated), Keralaliesin Biome-10
(Indian Peninsula Tropical Moist Forest), where 15 speciesare considered asrepresentative
of this biome. All of them are found in Kerala. Like in any other state, birds of other
biomes, such as Biome-5 (Eurasian High Montane-Alpine and Tibetan), Biome-7 (Sino-
Himalayan Temperate Forest), Biome-8 (Sino-Himalayan Subtropical Forest) and Biome-
11 (Indo-Malayan Tropical Dry Zone) are also found, mostly as migratory birds. In the
case of Biome-11, BirdLife International (undated) has listed 59 species, out of which 48
arefoundin Kerala. However, most of the birds of this biome are common and widespread,
so their occurrence in Keralais not surprising. According to the IBA criteria, 24 steswere
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identified as Imprtant Bird Aress (Idam & Rahmani 2004).

Theinfor mation given aboveisobtained from “ Important Bird Areasin India: Priority
sitesfor Conservation” (Islam and Rahmani 2004).

REFERENCES

Ahmedullah, M. & M. P.Nayar (1987). Endemic Plantsof the Indian Region. Botanica Survey
of India, Howrah.

Ali, S. (1969). Birds of Kerala. Oxford University Press, Bombay.

Ali, S. (1999). Birds of Kerala. 3 Edn. Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department,
Thiruvananthapuram.

Ali, S. & H. Whistler (1935-1937). The Ornithology of Travancore and Cochin. J. Bombay
Nat. Hist. Soc. 37: 814-843; 38: 61-92; 282-320; 484-514; 759-790; 39: 3-35; 320-342; 569-593.

Barnes, E. (1939). The species of Geraniaceae occurring on the Travancore High Range
including the description of a new Balsam. J. Ind. Bot. Soc. 18:95-105.

Biju, C. R, K. R. Thomas & C. R. Ajith Kumar (2000). Ecology of hill stream of Western
Ghats with special reference to fish community. Final Report. Bombay Natural History
Society, Mumbai. 203 Pp.

BirdLife International (2001). Threatened birds of Asia: The BirdLife International Red
Data Book, Cambridge, BirdLife International, UK.

Blasco, F. (1970). Aspects of the Flora and Ecology of the Savannas of the South Indian
Hills. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 67 (3): 522-534.

Chandrasekaran, C. (1962). Forest types of Kerala State. Indian Forestry 88: 660-674,
731-742, 837-847.

Ferguson, H. S. & T. F. Bourdillon (1903). The Birds of Travancore with Notes on their
Nidification. .J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc.15: 249-264, 455-474, 654-673.

78



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Ferguson, H. S. & T. F. Bourdillon (1904). The Birds of Travancore. Part I11. J. Bombay
Nat. Hist. Soc. 16: 1-18.

Forest Survey of India (2001). State of Forest Report 2001. Ministry of Environment
and Forest, Dehra Dun.

Hora SL. & N.C. Law (1941). Freshwater fishesfrom Travancore. Rec. Ind. Mus 43: 233-257.

Hora, S.L. & K.K. Nair (1941). New records of freshwater fishes from Travancore. Rec. Ind.
Mus. 43: 387-393.

Hume, A.O. (1876). A first list of the birds of the Travancore Hills. Sray Feathers4: 351-405.
Hume, A.O. (1878). A second list of thebirds of the Travancore Hills. Sray Feathers 7: 33-39.
Islam, M. Z. & A.R. Rahmani. (2004). Important Bird Areasin India: Priority sitesfor
Conservation. Indian Bird Conservation Network: Bombay Natural History Society
and Birdlife International (UK). Pp. xxvii + 1133.

lype, V.C., E.V. Nybe & PV. Pillai (1991). Status report of high range zone. National
Agricultural Research Project, KeralaAgricultural University, Thrissur.

Krishnan, M.S. (1974). Geology In: Ecology and Biogeography in India. (ed. Mani, M. S.)
Dr. W. Junk. N. V. Publishers, The Hague: 60-98.

Menon, A. G K. (1950). On aremarkable blind Sisorid fish of the family Clariidae from
Kerala(India). Rec. Ind. Mus. XLVI11: 59-69.

Menon, A. G. K. (1987). The Fauna of India and adjacent countries, Pisces 4. Teleostel-
Cobitoidea, Part I, Homalopteridae. Zoological Survey of India, Culcutta.

Nair, N.C. (1991). Endemism of the Western Ghats with special reference to Impatiens.
In: Proceedings of the symposium on Rare, Endangeredand Endemic plants of the
Western Ghats. Kerala Forest Department. Pp. 93-102.

Nair, N. C. & P. Daniel (1986). The flora of the Western Ghats. A review. Proc. Indian
Acad. Sci. (suppl): 127-163.

79



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Nayar, M. P, (1977). Changing Patternsof the Indian Flora. Bull. Bot. Surv. India. 19: 145-155.

Nayar, M. P. (1980a). Endemic Flora of Peninsular India and its significance. Bull.
Bot. Surv. India. 22: 12-23.

Nayar, M. P. (1980b). Endemism and patterns of distribution of endemic Genera
(Angiosperms) in India. J. Econ. Tax. Bot.1: 99-110.

Neelakantan, K. K., Sashikumar, C. and Venugopalan, R. (1993) A Book of Kerala
Birds. World Wide Fund for Nature, India. Trivandrum. 146 Pp.

Pascadl, J. P. (1988). Wet Evergreen Forests of the Western Ghats of India-Ecology, structure,
Floristic composition and succession. Ingtitut Francais De Pondicherry. Pp. 1-305.

Fllay, R. S.N. (1929). A lig of fishesfrom Travancore. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 33: 347-379.

Rao, R.S. (1978). Floristic patterns along the Western Ghats of India. Notes. Roy. Bot.
Gardn. Edinburgh 37: 95-112.

Sreedhara Menon, A. (1997). Land and People. In: The Natural resources of Kerala.
(Eds.: Balachandran Thampi, K., N. M .Nayar & C. S. Nair) World Wide Fund for
Nature-India, Kerala State Office, Thiruvanathapuram. Pp. 1-10.

Srivasthava, K. K., V. J Zacharias, A. K. Bhardwa] & P. M. Jaffer (1993). Birds of
Periyar Tiger Reserve, Kerala, south India. Indian Forester 119: 816-827.

Subramanyam, K. & M.P. Nayar (1974). Vegetation and Phytogeography of the Western
Ghats In: Ecology and Biogeography in India (Ed.: Mani, M.S.) Dr. W Junk N.V.
Publishers, The Hague. Pp. 178-196.

Vijayan, V. Sand Balakrishnan, M. (1977). Impact of Hydro-Electric Project on Wildlife.
Report of the first phase of study. Kerala Forest Research Institute, Peechi. Pp. 1-11l.

Vijayan, V. S. (1978). Parambikulam Wildlife Sanctuary and its adjacent areas. J. Bombay
Nat. Hist.Soc. 75: 888-900.

Zacharias, V. J. & A. J. Gaston (1993). The birds of Wynaad, southern India. Forktail 8: 11-23.

80



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Zacharias, V. J. and Gaston, A. J. (1999). The recent distribution of endemic, disunct and
globally uncommon birds in the forests, of Keraa state, southwest India. Bird Conserv.
Internatn. 9: 191-225.

81



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Tropichirds
Balachandran, S. (1991). Occurrence of White or Longtailed Tropic-bird Phaethon lepturus
on the south-east coast of India. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 88: 441-442.

Krishnan, O. G. (1990). Red-billed Tropic Bird Phaethon aetherus Linnaeus from
Neendakaral, Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 87: 449.

Pelicans
Nair, M. V. (1993). Rosy Pelican at Aakkulam. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 33: 7-8.

Nedakantan, K. K. (1971). The peicanry & Kolamuru. Newdetter for Birdwatchers 11(4): 1-3.

Boobies
Kurup, D. K. N. (1990). Masked Booby Suladactylatra melanops Heuglin from Kerala. J.
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 87: 449.

Cormor ants/Shags
Santharam, V. (1990). Comments on Ashy Minivets and on Cormorants in Thekkady.
Newsletter for Birdwatchers 30(7 & 8): 9-10.

Sashikumar, C. (1991). Occurrence of the Indian Shag Phalacrocorax fuscicollis Stephens
in Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 88: 442.

Darters
Sugathan, R. (1997). Orientd Darter Anhinga melanogaster. Newdetter for Birdwatchers 37: 63-64.

Frigatebirds
Jayson, E.A. & C. Sivaperuman (2003). Sighting of Lesser Frigatebird Fregata ariel Gray
in the Kole wetlands of Thrissur, Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 100(1): 107-108.

Pillai, N. G (1964). Occurrence of the Christmas Island Frigate Bird Fregata andrewsi at
Ernakulam. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 4(7): 4.

Unnithan, S. (1999). L esser Frigate Bird Fregata minor aldabrensisMathewson theKerala
coast. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc .96(1): 313.

82



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Herons, Egrets & Bitterns
Bourdillon, F. W. (1878). L etter about Gor sachius melanolophus in Travancore. Sray
Feathers 7: 524-525.

Nair, K. N. (1965). Little Egret (Egretta garzetta) breeding in Kerala. Newsl|etter for
Birdwatchers 5(5): 10.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1965). Little Egret (Egretta gar zetta) breeding in Kerala. Newsletter
for Birdwatchers 5(6): 8, 5(7): 8.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1965). Breeding of the Little Egret in Kerala. Newsletter for
Birdwatchers 5(9): 9.

Pillai, N. G (1966). Occurrence of the Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax (Linn.) at
Ernakulam, Kerala. Newdletter for Birdwatchers 6(4): 7-8.

Pillay, B. S. (1966). Night Herons breeding at Ernakulam, Kerala. Newsletter for
Birdwatchers 6(6): 9.

Rajeevan, PC. & R. Purandare (2004). Grey Heron Ardea cineria breeding in Kerala,
India. Newdletter for Ornithologists 1(6): 87.

Uthaman, P. K. (1990). Breeding of egretsin Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 87: 139.

Wesley, H. D. (1996). More Red-legged Pond Herons. Newsletter for Birdwatchers
36: 5-6.

Sorks
Jayson, E.A. (2000). Occurrence of Black Stork Ciconianigra (Linnaeus) in Kolewetlands
of Thrissur, Kerala. Newdletter for Birdwatchers 40(3): 39.

Narayanakurup, D. (1989). Sight records of Ibis and storksin Kerala. J. Bombay
Nat. Hist. Soc. 86: 239.

Prasad, A. (1997). Black Storksin Kerala. Newdletter for Birdwatchers 37: 65.

Praveen, J. (1997). Storks of Walayar. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 37: 9.

83



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Sashikumar, C., C. Jayakumar & M. Jaffer (1991). Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus
(Linn.) and Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala (Pennant): two more additionsto the
bird list of Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 88: 110.

Sathasivam, K. (1992). Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala (Pennant) in Kerala. J.
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 89: 246.

Sathasivam, K. (1996). Whitenecked Storks. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 36: 36.
Ibises & Spoonbills

Jaira), A. P. & V. K. Sanjeev Kumar (1990). Occurrence of Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia
Linn. in Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 87: 289-290.

Narayanakurup, D. (1989). Sight records of 1bis and storksin Kerala. J. Bombay Nat.
Hist. Soc. 86: 239.

Praveen, J. & M. Kumar (1996). Glossy Ibis in Palakkad district. Newsletter for
Birdwatchers 36: 13.

Sashikumar, C., C. Jayakumar & M. Jaffer (1991). Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus
(Linn.) and Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala (Pennant): two more additionsto the
bird list of Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 88: 110.

Swans, Geese & Ducks
Kinloch, A. P. (1919). The Cotton Teal in Malabar. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 26: 674.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1982). The Pintail (Anasacuta Linn.) - an addition to thelist of birds
occurring in Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 79: 667-668.

Neelakantan, K. K. & S. Elamon (1984). Teals or tourism. Hornbill 1984(3): 20-22.
Ravindran, PK. (1998). Sghting of the Comb Duck inKerala. Newdetter for Birdwatchers38(4): 71.

Sashi Kumar, C. (2004). Greater Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga Pallas and Northern Shoveller
Anas clypeata Linn. - Two rare records from Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 101(1): 154.

Sivaperuman, C. & E.A. Jayson (2002). Occurrence of Northern Shoveller Anas clypeata

84



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Linn in Kole Wetlands of Thrissur, Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 99(3): 517-518.

Uthaman, P. K. (1990). Spotbill Duck Anas poecilorhyncha. J. R. Forster in Kerala. J.
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 87: 290-291.

Hawks, Eagles, Buzzards, Vultures, Kites, Harriers
Kumar, C. M. (1999). Unusual sighting of an Indian Blackcrested Baza (Aviceda
leuphotes). J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 96(3): 470-471.

Kumar, R. S. S. (1991). Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus (Linn.) in Pathanamthitta,
Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 88: 111.

Nair, K. N. (1971). Blackwinged Kitenesting in Kerala. Newdletter for Birdwatchers11(10): 3.

Sashi Kumar, C. (2004). Greater Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga Pallas and Northern Shoveller
Anas clypeata Linn. - Two rare records from Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 101(1): 154.

Sashikumar, C. (2004). Aquila eagles in Kerala, India. Newsletter for Ornithologists
1(4): 53-54.

Sivaperuman, C. & E.A Jayson (2002). Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caer uleus vociferus
(Latham) preying on Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola Linnaeus. J. Bombay Nat. Hist.
Soc. 99(3): 518.

Sreekumar, B. (2001). About the raptors. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 41(4): 55.

Taher, S.A. (2001). Black-crested Baza Aviceda leuphotes. Pitta 119: 5.

Zaibin, A.P. (2000). Owlets pecking at a Shikra and notes on a Three-toed Kingfisher.
Newsletter for Birdwatchers 40(6): 82-83.

Falcons
Nair, M. V. (1995). Occurrence of red-legged falcon, Falco vespertinus Linn. at Aakkulam,
Kerala State. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 92: 418.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1960). On the occurrence of the Redheaded Merlin (Falco chiquera)
in Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 57: 409-411.

85



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Pheasants, Partridges, Quails
Easa, P. S. (1990). Reappearance of Common Peafow! Pavo cristatusLinn. in Parambikulam
Wildlife Sanctuary, Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 87: 292-293.

Navaneethakannan, K. (1984). Activity patternsin a colony of Peafowls (Pavo cristatus)
in nature. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 81: 387-393.

Baker, E. C. S. (1919). Descriptions of races of Galloperdix spadicea. Bulletin B.O.C.
40: 18-19.

Rails, Crakes, Moor hens, Coots
Jackson, M. C. A. (1954). Occurrence of the Banded Crakein Travancore. J. Bombay Nat. Hist.
Soc. 52: 211

Kumar, C.S. (1993). First breeding record of Coot at Lakulam Lake, Kerala. Newsletter
for Birdwatchers 33(3): 55.

Menon, M. (2004). Ecology of Purple Moorhen (Porphyrio porphyrio) in Azhinhillam
Wetland, Kerala. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 44(2): 22-24.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1975). Thelndian Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus) breeding in Kerala.
J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 72: 537-538.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1990). On the voice of the Kora or Watercock Gallicrex cinerea. J.
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 87: 293.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1991a). Bluebreasted Banded Rail Rallus striatus Linn. nesting in
Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 88: 448-450.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1991b). Breeding of the Koraor Watercock Gallicrex cinereain Kerala
J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 88: 450-451.

Ravindran, PK. (2005). Nesting of Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropusin Kerala. Indian
Birds1(1): 17.

Ray, J. G (1991). TheWatercock Gallicrex cinereain Kuttanadu, Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist.
Soc. 88: 283.

86



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Susanth Kumar, C. (1993). First breeding record of Coot at Aakulam Lake, Kerala.
Newsletter for Birdwatchers 33: 55.

Bustards
Krishnan, O. G. (1990). Sighting of the L esser Florican Sypheotidesindica (J. F. Miller) in
Karunagappally, Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 87: 450.

Sasikumar, C. (1989).HoubaraBustard Chlamydotis undulata: ararerecord from Kerala.
J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 86: 101.

Jacanas
Nair, K. N. (1969). Pheasant-tailed Jacanain K erala. Newsl etter for Birdwatchers9(9): 11.

Nedakantan, K. K. (1969). Pheasant-tailed Jacanain Kerda Nendetter for Birdwatchers9(11): 8.
Painted-Snipes

Susanth, C., C. Suresh & S. Rgjeevan (1987). Breeding of the Painted Snipe (Rostratula
benghalensis) in Trivandrum, Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 83: 663-664.

Plovers, Dotterels, Lapwings

George, N. J. (1985). Onthe parental careof Yellow-wattled L apwing Vanellus malabaricus.
J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 82: 655-656.

Nameer, P. O. (1992). Great Stone Plover Esacus magnirodris (Vieillot) in KerdaJ. Bombay Nat.
Hist. Soc. 89: 118.

Ravindran, PK. (2001). Sighting of the Whitetailed Lapwing Vanellus leucurus
(Lichtenstein) in Thrissur district, Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 98(2): 280.

Ravindran, PK. & P.O. Nameer (2001). Grey-headed Lapwing Vanellus cinereus (Blyth)
(Family Charadriidae) in Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 98(3): 450-451.

Sandpipers, Stints, Snipes, Godwits & Curlews
Giles G W. (1909). Common Snipein Travancorein April. J. Bombay Nat. Higt. Soc. 19: 749-750.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1970). The occurrence of the Sanderling (Calidris albus), in Kerala.
J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 67: 570.

87



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Rafeek, K. (1995). Sighting of Spotted Redshank and Black Redstart at Pallipuram,
Trivandrum District, Kerala. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 35: 75-76

Sas Kumar (1990). Blacktailed Godwit Limosa limosa and Large Indian Pratincole Glareola
pratincola - two new records from Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 87: 296.

Sivaperuman, C. & E.A Jayson (2002). Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus vociferus
(Latham) prreying on Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola Linnaeus. J. Bombay Nat. Hist.
Soc. 99(3): 518.

I bisbill, Avocets & Silts
Namassivayan, L. & R.Venugopalan (1989). Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta in Kerala. J.
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 86: 447.

Neelakantan, K. K. & V. K.Sureshkumar (1980). Occurrence of the Blackwinged Stilt
(Himantopus himantopus) in Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 77: 510.

Crab-plovers
Neelakantan, K. K., K.V. Srinivasan & V.K. Sureshkumar (1980). The Crab Plover (Dromas
ardeola) in Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc.77: 508.

Sone-Curlew & Stone-Plover §/Thickknees
George, N. J. (1997). Nest of Goggle Eyed Plover or Stone Curlew inthe Calicut University
Campus in Kerala. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 37: 87-88.

Coursersand Pratincoles
Sasi Kumar, C. (1990). Blacktailed Godwit Limosa limosa and Large Indian Pratincole
Glareola pratincola - two new records from Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 87: 296.

Sasikumar, C. (1993). Breeding of Large Indian or Oriental Pratincole Glareola pratincola
maldivarum J. R. Forster in Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 90: 92.

Gulls, Ternsand Noddies
Hoffman, T. W. (1987). The Sandwich Tern (Serna sandvicensis) in Sri Lanka. J. Bombay
Nat. Hist. Soc. 84: 440-442.

Kurup, D. K. N. (1992). Review of the status of the Sandwich Tern Serna sandvicensisin

88



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 89: 122-124.

Mathew, D. N. & E.A.A. Shukkur (1974). Notes on a Sooty Tern (Serna fuscata nubilosa
Sparrman) collected near Calicut. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 71: 144-145.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1981). The Brownwinged Tern (Sterna anaethetus): an addition to the
birds of Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 78: 167-168.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1990). Breeding of the River Tern Sernaaurantiain Kerala. J. Bombay
Nat. Hist. Soc. 87: 144-145.

Ravindran, PK. (2001). Occurrence of the White-winged Black Tern Chlidonias|eucopterus
in Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 98(1): 112-113.

Ravindran, PK. (2001). Occurrence of the White-winged Black Tern Chlidonias|eucopterus
in Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 98(1): 112-113.

Sasikumar, C. (1995). Workshop on the field identification of shorebirds, Gulls and
Terns. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 35: 89-91.

Sugathan, R., K. C. Jacob & P. Aby Varghese (1995). Sooty Tern record from Thattakkadu
in the Western Ghats. Newsl etter for Birdwatchers 35: 111-112.

Pigeons and Doves
George, M.J. (2000). Multiple brooding of the Little Brown Dove Streptopelia
senegalensis. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 97(2): 280-283.

Mukherjee, A. K. (1960). A new race of the Emerald Dove Chal cophapsindica (Linnageus)
from India. Buletin BOC 80: 6-7.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1965). The slaughter of Imperial Pigeons in Cherai, Kerala
Newsletter for Birdwatchers 5(6): 7-8.

Phythian-Adams, E. G (1943). Green pigeonsin asvamp. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 44: 122-123.

Sanjayan, K.B. (2001). Rare sighting of Orange-breasted Green Pigeon at Neyyar Wildlife
Sanctuary. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 41(4): 55-56.

89



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Santharam, V. (1996). Seasonal movements in Small Sunbird (Nectarinia minima) and
Emerald Dove (Chalcophaps indica). J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 93: 296-297.

Par akeetsand Hanging-Parrots
Neelakantan, K. K. (1973). The Indian Lorikeet (Loriculus vernalis): its courtship and
mating. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 70: 554-556.

Cuckoos, Malkohas and Coucals
Desfayes, M. (1974). More cuckoo problems. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 71: 145-146.

Eldhose, K.V. (2000). Blackheaded Oriole feeding young Indian Cuckoo. Newsletter for
Birdwatchers 40(3): 40.

Nair, K. N. (1969). Bay Banded Cuckoo. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 9(10): 7.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1969). The Baybanded Cuckoo in north Kerala. Newsletter for
Birdwatchers 9(12): 3.

Sanjayan, K.B. (2001). Rare sighting of Plaintive Cuckoo at Aakulam. Newsletter for
Birdwatchers 41(3): 41-42.

Barn Owls
Hussain, S.A. & M.A.R. Khan (1977). A new subspecies of Bay Owl [Phodilus badius
(Horsfield)] from peninsular India. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 74: 334-335.

Sugathan, R. & K. C. Jacob (1995). Further records of the Bay Owl from Kerala. Newsl etter
for Birdwatchers 35: 77-78.

Owls
Chandrasekhara, S. & P.O. Nameer (2003). Short-Eared Owl (Asio flammeus) in Kerala,
India Zoos' Print Journal 18(10): 1235.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1971). Calls of the Maabar Jungle Owlet (Glaucidium radiatum
malabaricum). J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 68: 830-832.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1979). The voice of the juvenile Brown Hawk-Owl [Ninox scutulata

0



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

(Raffles)]. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 76: 363-364.

Zaibin, A.P. (2000). Owlets pecking at a Shikra and notes on a Three-toed Kingfisher.
Newsletter for Birdwatchers 40(6): 82-83.

Frogmouths
Eldhose, K.V. (2001). Calls of Frogmouths (Batrachostomus moniliger). Newsl|etter
for Birdwatchers 41(4): 55.

Santharam, V. (1995). A Frogmouth “Darshan”. Blackbuck 11(1): 23-27.

Sugathan, R. (1981). A survey of the Ceylon Frogmouth (Batrachostomus moniliger) habitat
in the Western Ghats of India. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 78: 309-316.

Nightjars
Jackson, M. C. A. (1954). The occurrence of Franklin’sNightjar (Caprimulgus monticolus
monticolus) in Travancore-Cochin. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 52: 603.

Mathew, J. (2000). First record of nesting of Franklin’s Nightjar (Caprimulgus affinis)
from Charruparain Kerala. Newdletter for Birdwatchers 40(5): 66-67.

Nedakantan, K. K. (1958). Thevoiceof theKora, Gallicrex cinerea (Gmdlin). J. Bombay Nat. Hig.
Soc. 55: 560-561.

Sugathan, R. & V. Natargjan (1988). Occurrence of Bourdillon's Great Eared Nightjar
(Eurostopodus macrotis bourdilloni) at Neriyamangalam, Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist.
Soc. 85: 424.

Kingfishers

Oommen, M. & M. |. Andrews (1996). Awakening, roosting and vocalization
behaviour of the Whitebreasted Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis fusca (Boddaert).
Pavo (34): 43-46.

Oommen, M. & M.I. Andrews (1998). Food and feeding habits of the Whitebreasted
Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis. In: Birdsin Agriculture Ecosystem, (Eds.: M.S. Dhindsa,
P. Shyamsunder Rao & B.M. Parashara). Society for Applied Ornithology ( India). Pp.
132-136.

91



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Yahya, H.S. (2001). Feeding habits of the White-breasted Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis
(Linn.) Family Alcedinidae. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 98(3): 450-451.

Zaibin, A.P. (2000). Owlets pecking at a Shikra and notes on a Three-toed Kingfisher.
Newsletter for Birdwatchers 40(6): 82-83.

Bee-eaters
Inglis, C. M. (1949). The Bluebearded Bee-eater (Alcemerops athertoni Jard. & Selby) on
the Nilgiris. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 48: 581-582.

Rollers
Meise, W. (1950). On the status of Eurystomus orientalis laetior Sharpe. J. Bombay Nat.
Hist. Soc. 49: 305-306.

Hornbills
Kannan, R. (1993). Saving the Great Indian Hornbill. Hornbill (4): 2-7.

Barbets
Neelakantan, K. K. (1964). More about the Green Barbet Megalaima viridis. Newsl etter
for Birdwatchers 4(9): 5-7.

Unnithan, S. (1998). Green Barbet Megalaima zeylanica feeding on the tender |eaves of
Tejpatta Cinnamomum tamala. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 38(5): 89.

Yahya, H. S. A. (1989). Breeding biology of barbets, Megalaima spp. (Capitonidae:
Piciformes) at Periyar Tiger Reserve, Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 85: 493-511.

Yahya, H. S. A. (1991). Drinking and bathing behaviour of the Large Green Megalaima
zeylanica (Gmelin) and the Small Green M. viridis (Boddaert) Barbets. J. Bombay
Nat. Hist. Soc. 88: 454-455.

Yahya, H. S. A. (1993). Synopsis of thesis on ecology and biology of barbets. News| etter
for Birdwatchers 33: 91.

Yahya, H. S. A. (1980). A comparative study of ecology and biology of barbets, Megalaima

spp. (Capitonidae: Piciformes) with special referenceto Megalaima viridis (Boddaert) and
M. rubricapilla malabarica (Blyth) at Periyar Tiger Reserve, Kerala. Ph.D. Thesis,

92



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

University of Bombay. Unpublished.

Yahya, H.S.A. (2000). Food and feeding habits of 1ndian barbets Megal aima spp. J. Bombay
Nat. Hist. Soc. 97(1): 103-116.

Woodpeckers
Hargitt, E. (1882). Notes on woodpeckers-11. The genus lyngipicus. Ibis (4)6: 19-51.

Inglis, C. M. (1931). The nesting of the Malabar Heart-spotted Woodpecker (Hemicircus
canente cordatus) in Travancore. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 35: 207-208.

Jackson, M. C. A. (1967). Occurrence of the Wryneck Jynx torquilla Linnaeus in Kerala
State, south India. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 64: 367-368.

Kinloch, A. P. (1923). Thenidification of the Malabar Great Black Woodpecker (Thriponax
hodgsoni). J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 29: 561.

Nair, K. N. (1972). Malabar Pygmy Woodpecker: does it nest in Kerala? Newsletter for
Birdwatchers 12(2): 6-7.

Nair, M. V. (1995). Unusual escape behaviour in Goldenbacked Woodpecker Dinopium
benghalense (Linn.). J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 92: 122.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1958). The Blackbacked Woodpecker, Chrysocolaptes festivus
(Boddaert) in Chittur, Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 55: 559.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1962). Drumming by, and an instance of homosexual behaviour in,
the Lesser Golden-backed Woodpecker (Dinopium benghalense). J. Bombay Nat. Hist.
Soc. 59: 288-290.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1975). A day at the nest of the Great Black Woodpecker (Dryocopus
javensis). J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 72: 544-548.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1965). The nesting of the Heartspotted Woodpecker. Newsl etter for
Birdwatchers 5(3): 6-8.

Sanjayan, K.B. (1998). Nesting of the Goldenbacked Woodpecker. Newsl etter for

93



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Birdwatchers 38(5): 81-82.

Santharam, V. (19983). Nest usurpation in woodpeckers. J. Bormbay Nat. Hist. Soc. 95(2): 344-345.
Santharam, V. (1998b). Woodpeckers feeding on Cassia pods. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc.
95(3): 505-506.

Santharam, V. (1998c). Drumming frequency in woodpeckers. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc.
95(3): 506-507.

Santharam, V. (1999a). Apartment nest of the Pygmy Woodpecker Picoides nanus. J.
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 96(1): 143.

Santharam, V. (1999b). Frugivory by the Great Black Woodpecker Dryocopusjavensis. J.
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 96(2): 319.

Santharam, V. (2001). An instance of aggression and vocalization in juvenile Great Black
Woodpeckers (Dryocopus javensis). Newsletter for Birdwatchers 41(3): 42.

Santharam, V. (2003). Distribution, ecology and conservation of the White-bellied
Woodpecker Dryocopus javensis in the Western Ghats, India. Forktail 19(2003): 31-38.

Santharam, V. (2003). Foraging associations and interactions in woodpeckers. J.
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc.(100): 627-628.

Swallows & Martins
Santharam, V. (1995). The Greythroated or Plain Sand Martin Riparia paludicola Vieillot
- A new bird for southern India. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 92: 122.

Sugathan, R. (1988). Movement of the Eastern Swallow (Hirundo rustica gutturalis) ringed
at Mootpuzha (Kerala). J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 85: 428-429.

Thomeas, S. (1991). Largescdemigration of Swallowsto Kerala J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 87: 454.

Wagtails and Pipits
George, P. V. (1962). Migratory wagtailsin Kerala. Newsletter for Birdwatchers2(4): 4-8.

Nair, M. V. (1996). Pipit (Anthus sp.) preying on leeches. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 93(1): 93.

94



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Neelakantan, K. K. (1964). Roosting of the Grey Wagtail inthe Thekkady Wildlife Sanctuary.
J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 61: 691-692.

Cuckoo-Shrikes, Flycatcher-Shrikes, Trillers, Minivets, Woodshrikes
Kumar, C.S. (1995). UnforgettablemomentswithAshy Minivet. Newd etter for Birdwatchers35: 49.

Robertson, A. (1991). Occurrence of the Ashy Minivet Pericrocotus divaricatus (Raffles)
in Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 88: 455-456.

Thejaswi, S. & A. Shivaprakash (2004). Occurrence of the Ashy Minivet Pericrocotus
divaricatus (Raffles) at the Parambikulam Wildlife Sanctuary, Kerala. J. Bombay Nat.
Hist. Soc. 101(3): 456-457.

Vijayan, L. (1989). Feeding behaviour of the Malabar Woodshrike Tephrodor nis virgatus
sylvicola Jerdon at Thekkady, Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 86: 396-399.

Vijayan, L. (1992). Breeding biology of the Malabar Woodshrike Tephrodornis virgatus
gylvicola Jerdon at Thekkady, Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 89: 125-126.

Bulbuls and Finchbills
Kinloch, A. P. (1922). Nidification of the Southern Red-whiskered Bulbul (Otocompsa
emeria fuscicaudata). J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 28: 545.

Thejaswi, S. & M.C. Manohara (2004). New sites for the globally threatened Yellow-
throated Bulbul Pycnonotus xantholaemus (Jerdon) in Karnataka, Keralaand Tamil Nadu,
Southern India. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 28101(3): 458-461.

Shrikes
Praveen, J. (1995). The song of the Brown Shrike. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 35: 18.

Susanthkumar, C. (1995). Rare Sighting of Grey Shrike in Arippa, Kerala. Newsletter for
Birdwatchers 35: 16.

Thrushes, Shortwings, Robins, Forktails and Wheatear s

Jackson, M. C. A. (1972). Pied Ground Thrush Zoothera wardii (Blyth) in Kerala State. J.
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 69: 652.

95



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Mathew, J. (2000). First record of Nilgiri Thrush Zoothera dauma neilgherriensis (Blyth)
from Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary in Kerala. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 40(5): 66.

Namassivayan, L. & P. S. Sivaprasad (1981). Black Redstart in Kerala. Newsletter for
Birdwatchers 21(2 & 3): 7.

Narayanan, E. (1984). Behavioural response of amale Magpie-Robin (Copsychussaularis
Sclater) to itsown song. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 81: 199-200.

Pillai, N. G (1956). Incubation period and ‘ mortality rate’ (?) in a brood of the Magpie-
Robin [Copsychus saularis (Linn.)]. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 54: 182-183.

Sashikumar, C., J. Palot & T. Praveen (1995). Stone Chat Saxicola torquata (Linn.) in
Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 92: 267.

Babblers, Laughingthrushes, Babaxes, Barwings, Yuhinas
Devasahayam, S. & A. Devasahayam (1991). Aggressive behaviour of Jungle Babblers
Turdoides striatus (Dumont) towards a snake. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 88: 288.

Gaston, A. J., D. N. Mathew & V. J. Zacharias (1979). Regional variation in the breeding
seasons of babblersin India. 1bis121: 512-516.

Harington, H. H. (1914-15). Notes on Indian Timeliides and their allies. J. Bombay Nat.
Hist. Soc. 23: 44-72, 311-340, 417-453, 614-657.

Idam, M. A. (1987). Food and feeding habits of the south Indian laughing thrushes Garrulax
cachinnans and Garrulax jerdoni. Bangladesh J. Zool. 15: 197-204.

Johnsingh, A. J T., K. Paramanandan & S. Murli (1982). Foraging behaviour and interactions of
Whiteheaded Babblers Turdoides affiniswith other species. J. Bombay Nat. Higt. Soc. 79: 503-514.

Kinloch, A. P. (1921). Occurrence of the Pied Ground Thrush (Geocichla wardi) on the
Nelliampathy hills. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 27: 944.

Kinloch, A. P. (1922). Habits of the Southern Scimitar Babbler (Pomator hinus hor sfiel di
travancoriensis). J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 28: 545.

96



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Neelakantan, K. K. (1957). Hypnotic behaviour of a Whiteheaded Babbler (Turdoides
striatus). J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 54: 460-461.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1990). Yellow-eyed Babbler Chrysomma sinensisin Kerala. J. Bombay
Nat. Hist. Soc. 87: 302.

Zacharias, V.J. (1978). Ecology and biology by certain speciesof Indian Babblers(Turdoides
spp.) in Malabar. Ph.D Thesis, Calicut University, Calicut.

Zacharias, V. J. (1979). Ecology and biology of certain species of babblers (Turdoides
spp.). Ph.D. Thesis, Calicut University. Unpublished.

Zacharias, V. J. (1997). Possible communal nesting in the Wynaad L aughing thrush Garrulax
delesserti delesserti (Jerdon). J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 94: 414.

Zacharias, V. J. & D. N. Mathew (1977). Malabar Jungle Babbler, Turdoides striatus
malabaricus and White-headed Babbl er Turdoides affinis affinisjointly caring for the chicks
of the latter. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 74: 529-530.

Zacharias, V. J. & D. N. Mathew (1988). Ecology of babblers (Turdoides spp.). J.
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 85: 50-63.

Zacharias, V.J. & D.N. Mathew (1998). Behaviour of the Whiteheaded Babbler Turdoides
affinis Jerdon. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 95(1): 8-14.

Zacharias, V.J., D.N. Mathew & K.V. Jayasree (1997). Growth and development of the
Whiteheaded Babbler, Turdoides affinis. Pavo 35 (1&2): 1-6.

Goldcrest, Prinias, Tesiasand Warblers
Balachandran, S. (1999). Blyth's Reed Warbler Acrocephal us dumetorumfeeding on nectar.
J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 96(3): 473-474.

George, P. V. (1961). On the Indian Great Reed Warbler, Acrocephal us stentoreus breeding
in Kerala.J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 58: 797.

George, P. V. & |.P. Mathew (1965). The Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler Locustella certhiola

97



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

rubescens Blyth from south India. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 62: 304.

Hussain, S. A. (1976). Occurrence of the Broadtailed Grass Warbler on the Coromandel
coast. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 73: 400-401.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1976a). On a nesting pair of Tailor Birds (Orthotomus sutorius). J.
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 73: 219-221.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1976b). On some nests of the Tailor Bird (Orthotomus sutorius). J.
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 73: 396-400.

Neelakantan, P. & K. K. Neelakantan (1989). On the roosting of a pair of Tailor Birds.
Newsletter for Birdwatchers 29(9 & 10): 2-3.

Pillai, N. G (1960). Where do lesf warblers (Phylloscopi) deep?J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 57: 659.
Pillai, N. G (1962). Leaf warbler hawking mosquitoes. Newd etter for Birdwatchers 2(5): 16.

Praveen, P, (1995). Grey Headed Hycatchers and Large Crowned Leaf Warblers. Newdetter for
Birdwatchers 35: 110.

Zacharias, V. J., Hans Oelke & A. K. Bhardwaj (1997). Occurrence of the Willow
Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus (Linne) in Thekkady, Kerala, South India. Indian
Forester (123) 10: 975.

Flycatchers
Ajayakumar, B. & T.S. Nayar (1999). Sighting of Whitebrowed Blue Flycatcher
Muscicapa superciliarisin Silent Valley, Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 96(1): 145.

Holt, Pl. (2003). Yellow-rumped Flycatcher Ficedula zanthopygia in Kerala. J. Bombay
Nat. Hist. Soc. 100(1): 145-146.

Praveen, P, (1995). Grey Headed Hycatchers and Large Crowned Leaf Warblers. Newdetter for
Birdwatchers 35: 110.

Flower peckers
Santharam, V. (1996). Nestsof Thickbilled Flowerpecker. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 93: 296.

98



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Sunbirdsand Spiderhunters
Ali, S. (1935).A comment on“ The nesting habits of the Small Sunbird [Leptocoma minima
(Sykes)]”. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 37: 957-958.

Nayar, K. K. (1934). The nesting habits of the Small Sunbird [Leptocoma minima (Sykes)].
J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 37: 730-731.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1975). Curious behaviour of a Loten’s Sunbird (Nectarinia lotenia).
J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 72: 858-859.

Santharam, V. (1996). Seasonal movements in Small Sunbird (Nectarinia minima) and
Emerald Dove (Chalcophaps indica). J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 93: 296-297.

Wesley, H. D. (1996). Breeding behaviour of Nectarinia zeylonica at two latitudesin the
Indian Peninsula. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 36: 28-29.

Munias
Pillai, N. G. (1968). The green alga, Spirogyra spp. in the diet of the Whitebacked Munia,
Lonchura striata (Linn.). J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 65: 490-491.

Wesley, H. D. (1995). The economic status of the Spotted Munia with reference to two
agricultural crops. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 35: 87-88.

Weavers
Davis, T. A. (1971). BayaWeaverbird nesting on human habitations. J. Bombay Nat. Hist.
Soc. 68: 246-248.

George, N. J. (1973). Baya (Ploceus philippinus) feeding on frogs. J. Bombay Nat. Hist.
Soc. 70: 381-382.

Mathew, G (1977). A sporadic bird pest, Ploceus philippinus (Linnaeus) attacking paddy
plants at Mannuthy, Kerala. Agric. Res. J. Kerala 15: 96.

Sarlingsand Mynas

Jayson, E. A. & D. N. Mathew (1995). Roosting behaviour of Common Indian Myna
(Acridotherestristis) at Trichur, Kerala. Pavo (33): 41-46.

99



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Neelakantan, K. K. (1973). On a roost of the Whiteheaded (Blyth’s) Myna (Surnus
malabaricus blythii). Newsletter for Birdwatchers 13(9): 4-7.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1974). Jungle Mynas (Acridotheres tristis) anting. Newsletter for
Birdwatchers 14(5): 8-9.

Orioles
Balachandran, S. (1998). Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus preying on Flying Lizard Draco
dussumieri Dum. & Bibr. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 95(1): 115.

Eldhose, K.V. (2000). Blackheaded Oriole feeding young Indian Cuckoo. Newsletter for
Birdwatchers 40(3): 40.

Zaibin, A.P. (2000). Golden Oriole on the ground. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 40(4): 55.
Drongos

Nair, M. V. (1995). An instance of play behaviour in Black Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis
(Bechstein). J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 92: 266.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1972). On the Southern Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus
paradiseus (Linn.). J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 69: 1-9.

Prasad, G. (2000). The Black Drongo’s Dicrurus macrocercus (Bechstein) white crown.
Zoo's Print Journal 15(10): 349.

Shukkur, E. A. A. (1978). Ecology, biology and behaviour of the Black Drongo Dicrurus
adsimilis. Ph.D. Thesis University of Calicut, Calicut.

Shukkur, E.A.A. & K. J. Joseph (1980). Breeding biology of the Black Drongo. J. Bombay
Nat. Hist. Soc. 75 (Suppl.): 1212-1226.

Crows, Jays, Treepiesand Magpies
George, N. J. (1985). On the collection of hair from the tail of live cattle (cow) by the Jungle
Crow (Corvus macrorhynchos) for nest-building. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 82: 203.

Gould, J. (1833). On anew genus of the family Corvidae. Proc. Zool. Soc. London
1833: 57.

100



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Nath, P. R. (1959). A trusting crow. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 56: 628.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1966). Strange choice of roost by crows. Newsletter for
Birdwatchers 6(1): 1-2.

Checklists
Nair, Subin G (1997). Checklist of Birds in a Rubber Estate in Kerala. Newsletter for
Birdwatchers 37: 74-75.

Namassivayan, L., P. K. Uthaman & R.Venugopal an (1989). Four additionsto the birds of
Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 86: 458-459.

Narayanan, E. (1987). Avifauna of a temple environment in Kerala during May-June.
Newsletter for Birdwatchers 27(7 & 8): 8-10.

Palot, M.J. & P. Pramod (2000). A checklist of birds of Calicut University campus, Kerala.
Zoo's Print Journal 15(2): 214-216.

Uthaman, P. K. & L. Namassivayan (1992). Three additionsto the birds of Kerala, with a
repeat sight record. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 89: 250.

Survey
Gaston,A. J. & V. J. Zacharias (1996). The recent distribution of endemic and digunct birdsin
Kerdadgtate: Preliminary results of an ongoing survey. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc .93: 389-400.

Primrose, J. B.(1938). Supplementary observations on the Munnar section of the
Ornithologica Survey of Travancore and Cochin. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 40: 500-507.

Uthaman, P. K. (1998). Birds of the Eravikulam National Park - A survey report.
Blackbuck 14(2): 45-53.

Wetlands

Nameer, P. O. (1993). Conserving the Kolewetlands - apotential Ramsar sitefrom southern
India. In Bird conservation, strategiesfor the 90s & beyond (Eds.: A. Verghese, S. Sridhar
& A.K. Chakravarty). Ornithological Society of India, Bangalore. Pp. 105.

Ravindran, P. K. (1995). The Kole Wetlands - An Avian Paradise in Kerala.

101



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Newsletter for Birdwatchers 35: 2-5.

Sivaperuman, C. & E.A. Jayson (2000). Birds of Kole Wetlands, Thrissur, Kerala. Zoo’s
Print Journal 15(10): 344-349.

Protected Areas
Ahmed, A. (1996). Birds of Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuary. Newdetter for Birdwatchers 36: 8-9.

Ganesh, T. (1991). Someaspectsof bird lifearound Kakachi in Kalakad Wild Life Sanctuary
(T. N.). Newdletter for Birdwatchers 31(1 & 2): 6-7.

Jayson, E. A. (1990). Community ecology of birdsof Silent Valley. In: Long term ecol ogical
studiesin Silent Valley. Report submitted to Government of India, KFRI.

Jayson, E.A. & C. Sivaperuman (2005). Reply to the comments on by Sashikumar on
“Avifauna of Thrissur district, Kerala, India’. Zoo’s Print Journal 20(5): 1879-1880.

Jayson, E.A. & C. Sivaperuman (2005). Reply to the commentson by Praveen on“ Avifauna
of Thrissur district, Kerala, India’. Zoo’s Print Journal 20(5): 1881-1882.

Karoor, J. J. (1986). List of birds that may be found in the Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary.
Peermade Wildl. Pres. Soc. Golden Jubilee Souvenir.

Katju, D. (1995). Birds of the Amarvathi Area and Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary.
Newsletter for Birdwatchers 35: 12-13.

Mahabal, A. & M. Vasanth (2001). Aves. In: Fauna of Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. The
Director, Zoological Survey of India, Calcutta. Pp. 245-310

Nair, M. V. (1993). Avifaunaof Neyyar Wildlife Sanctuary. Newsl etter for Birdwatchers
33: 62-65.

Nair, S. S. C., V. P. Nair & H. C. Sharatchandra (1977). An ecological reconnaissance of
the proposed Jawahar National Park. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 74: 401-435.

Nair, V. P, K. K. Ramachandran & V. S. Vijayan (1985). An ecological study in Periyar
Tiger Reserve, with special reference to wildlife. KFRI Research report no. 24. Peechi.

102



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Namassivayan, L., P. K. Uthaman & R. Venugopalan (1987). Kadalundy - a unique bird
preserve. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 27(11 & 12): 5-7.

Nameer, P. O. & S. J. George (1991). Avifauna of Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary. News| etter
for Birdwatchers 31(9 & 10): 7-9.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1964). List of birds seen in the Periyar Wild Life Sanctuary, Kerala
Newsletter for Birdwatchers 4(6): 2-4.

Nedlkantan, RK. & S. Elamon (1988). Amba amedu aDuck Sanctuary. Sanctuary 8(3): 42-47.
Pramod, P, P Ramakrishnan& D. N. Mathew (1993). A preliminary study onthebird community
of Silent Valley area. In: Bird conservation, strategiesfor the 90s& beyond (Eds.: A. Verghese,
S. Sridhar & A.K. Chakravarty). Ornithological Society of India, Bangalore. Pp. 15.

Praveen, J. (2005). Comments on “ Avifauna of Thrissur district, Kerala, India” by Jayson
et. al. (2005). Zoo's Print Journal 20(5): 1880-1881.

Robertson, A. & M. C. A. Jackson (1992). Birds of Periyar, an aid to birdwatching in the
Periyar Sanctuary. Tourism & Wildlife Society of India, Trivandrum.

Santharam, V. (1996). Birds of Periyar Tiger Reserve and random notes. Newsletter
for Birdwatchers 36: 53-54.

Santharam, V. (2000). Comments on the bird list of Thattakad Bird Sanctuary, Kerala. J.
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 97(2): 284-285.

Sashikumar (2005). Commentson “Avifaunaof Thrissur district, Kerala, India” by Jayson
et a. Zoo's Print Journal 20(5): 1879.

Shahabuddin, G. (1993). Avian frugivory on Persea macarantha, an evergreen tree species,
Peechi-Vazhani Wildlife Sanctuary. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 33: 20-21.

Srivastava, K.K., V.J. Zacharias, A.K. Bhardwa & PM. Jafer (1993). Birds of Periyar
Tiger Reserve, Kerala, south India. Indian Forester 119 (10): 816-827.

Sugathan, R. & A. P. Varghese (1996). A review of the birds of Thattakad Bird Sanctuary,

103



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Kerala. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 93(3): 487-506.

Susanthakumar, C. & K. Rafeek (1998). Birding at Thattekkad Bird Sanctuary.
Newsletter for Birdwatchers 38(5): 76.

Uthaman, P. K. (1993). Birds of the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary. Blackbuck 9(1): 1-17.

Uthaman, P. K. & L. Namassivayan (1991). The bird life of Kedalundy Sanctuary and its
conservation. Proceedings K erala Science Congress.

Veermani, A., PG Krishnan, A.K. Bhardwaj, R. Pillai & GK. Joseph (2005). Status and
distribution of birdsin Periyar Tiger Reserve, Kerala, India. The Indian Forester 131(2):
143-162.

Yahya, H. S. A. (1988). Habitat preference of birdsin Periyar Tiger Reserve, Kerala. Indian
J. Forestry 12(4): 288-295.

Region
Abraham, 1. (1992). Birdsin aKerdarubber estate. Newdetter for Birdwatchers32(9 & 10): 4-8.

Ahmed, A. (1999). Birding in aKeralarainforest. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 39 (6): 90.
Ali, S. (1969). Birds of Kerala. Oxford University Press, New Delhi.

Ali, S. (2004). Birding in Travancore - Stray impressions of a rambling
ornithologist. Hornbill (Oct-Dec 2004): 4-9.

Ali, S. & H. Whistler (1935-37). The Ornithology of Travancore and Cochin. J. Bombay
Nat. Hist. Soc. 37: 814-843; 38: 61-92, 282-320, 484-514, 75.

Anon (1990). Birds of Kerala. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 30(5 & 6): 1-2.

Baker,H.R. & C. M. Inglis(1930). The birds of southern India, including Madras, Malabar,
Travancore, Cochin, Coorg and Mysore. Government Press. Madras.

Blanford, W. T. (1880) .On a species of Trochalopterum from Travancore. JASB
49(2): 142-144.

104



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Bourdillon, T. F. (1880). Letter about birds nesting in south Travancore. Sray Feathers 9: 299-300.
Crum, W.D. C. E. (1966). Birdwatching at Periyar, Kerda Newdetter for Birdwatchers6(3): 8.
Davison, W. (1888). Letter about birds from Travancore and Anamullai. 1bis (5)6: 146-148.

Devasahayam, S. & A. Devasahayam (1989). Birds around a housing colony at Calicui.
Newsletter for Birdwatchers 29(11 & 12): 6-7.

Devasahayam, S., J. Rema& M. Anandarg (1992). Bird lifeat NRCS farm, Peruvannamuzhi
(Kozhikode didtrict), Kerdla. Newdletter for Birdwatchers 32(11 & 12): 3-6.

Elwes, H. J. (1870). Letter about birds of Cardamum Hills, Travancore. Ibis2(6): 526-528.

Ferguson, H. S. (1898). Birds not recorded from Travancore in the Fauna of British India. J.
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 12: 202-203.

Ferguson,H. S. & T.F. Bourdillon (1903-04). The birds of Travancore with noteson their
nidification. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. Vol. 15: 249-264, 455-474, 654-673; Vol. 16: 1-18.

Fritschi, J. G (1947). Some notes on south Indian birds. J. Bengal Nat. Hist. Soc. 21: 129-133.
Futehally, Z. (1961). Bird watching in Cochin. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 1(12): 6-7.
Ganguli, U. (1964). Birds at Thekadi, Kerala. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 4(10): 7-8.
Gaston, A. J. (1979). Birds observed at Cheruthuruthy. J. Kerala Nat. Hist. Soc. 2: 27-30.
Hume, A. O. (1875). A first list of the birds of the Travancore hills. Sray Feathers4: 351-405.
Hume, A. O. (1878). A second list of the birdsof southern Travancore. Sray Feathers7: 33-39.

Inglis, C. M. (1953). The Travancore-Cochin State backwaters and the Vembanad Lake
and the Garganey on the latter. J. Bengal Nat. Hist. Soc. 26: 147.

Jackson, M. C. A. (1962). Notes on birds from south India. J. Bombay Nat. Hist.
Soc. 59: 660-661.

105



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Jackson, M. C. A. (1971). Random noteson birds of Kerda J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 68: 107-114.

Jafer, P. M., A.K. Peeyuskutty & V.J. Zacharias (1997). Studies on the aquatic birds in
Periyar Lake, Kerala. Indian Forester 123(10): 929-934.

Jafer, PM., A. K. Bhardwa], K.J. Peeyuskutty & V. J. Zacharias (1997). Studies on the
aquatic birdsin Periyar lake, Kerala. Indian Forester 123(10): 929-934.

Jayson, E.A. & C. Sivaperuman (2005). Catalogue: Avifauna of Thrissur district, Kerala,
India Zoo's Print Journal 20(2): 1774-1783.

Kinloch, A. P. (1921a). Rough notes on the avifauna of the Nelliampathy hills. J. Bombay
Nat. Hist. Soc. 27: 939-944.

Kinloch, A. P. (1921b). The avifauna of the Nelliampathy hills. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc.
28: 279-280.

Kinloch, A. P. (1923a). Further notes on the avifauna of the Nelliampathy hills. J. Bombay
Nat. Hist. Soc. 29: 294.

Kinloch, A. P. (1923b). On the birds of the Nelliampathy hills. J. Bombay Nat. Hist.
Soc. 29: 564-565.

Kumar, K.H. (2002). Birds of the Large L akein the Zool ogical Garden Thiruvananthapuram.
Zoo's Print Magazine 17(3): 11-12.

Kumar, G (2004). Trip Report: Thettekad-Munnar (Kerda). Nendetter for Birdwatchers44(1): 3-6.

Mani, A. M. (1965). More bird notes from Thekkady in Kerala. Newsletter for
Birdwatchers 5(2): 3-5.

Mathew, D. N. & P.B. Shekar (1964). Bird ringingin Kerdla Newdetter for Birdwatchers4(5): 3-4.
Nair, K. N. (1964). More birds from Thekkady. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 4(12): 9.
Namesr, PO., R.R Nair, K.R. Anoop, S.G Nair, R. Lekshmi & P. Radhakrishnan (2000). Birds

of KerdaAgricultural University campus, Thrissur. Zoo's Print Journal 15(4): 243-246.

106



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Nedakantan, K. K. (1950). Stray bird notesfrom Maabar. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 49: 553-555.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1952). More stray bird notes from Malabar. J. Bombay Nat. Hist.
Soc. 50: 664-667.

Nedakantan, K. K. (1962). Birds of Cochin and Ernakulam. Newdetter for Birdwatchers 2(6): 10.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1965). More about the birds of Thekkady. Newsletter for
Birdwatchers 5(7): 1-4.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1973). A trip to Ponmudi - atale of disappointments and delights.
Newsletter for Birdwatchers 13(3): 1-3.

Needlakantan, K. K., C. Sashikumar & R. Venugopalan (1993). A book of Keralabirds. Part 1.
WWF-India, Kerdla State Committee, Trivandrum.

Rillai, N. G (1966). Birds of Cochin and Ernakulam. Newdletter for Birdwatchers 6(12): 7-8.
Praveen, J. (1997). Birding in Kotagiri. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 37: 53.

Praveen, J., K. Maneesh & V. G Sanju (1997). Birds of Palakkad Hills. Newsletter for
Birdwatchers 37: 71-73.

Raghu, K. G (1995). Bird activity at Kuppadi, Wynad District, Kerala. Newsletter for
Birdwatchers 35: 29-30.

Ravikumar, S. (1987). A week in Silent VValley. Newdletter for Birdwatchers27(7 & 8): 15.

Robertson, A. (1990). Reflections on amonth at Thekkady. Newsl etter for Birdwatchers
30(3 & 4): 3-6.

Robertson, A. (1993). Birdwatching in the Palnis. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 33: 93.

Sanjayan, K.B. (1998). Sighting of arare speciesof bird at Thiruvananthapuram. Newsl etter
for Birdwatchers 39(6): 99-100.

Santharam, V. (1989). Birdwatching in Thekkady. Blackbuck 5(3): 21-26.

107



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Sashikumar, C. (1990). Occurrence of somerare migrantsin Cannanore, Kerala. Newsl etter
for Birdwatchers 30(3 & 4): 7-8.

Stonor, C. R. (1946). Field notes on the birds of the Anamalai Hills (Cochin). J. Bombay
Nat. Hist. Soc. 46: 119-125.

Uthaman, PK. & L. Namassvayan (1991). Thebirdlifeof Keddundi estuary. Blackbuck 7(1): 3-12.
Wall, F. (1904). Shooting notes in Cannanore. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 15: 722.
Weraer, L. (1967). Birdwatching at Periyar, India. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 7(2): 8.

Wedey, H. D. (1997). Birds seen from the bus between K ovil patti and Tuticorin. Newdl etter for
Birdwatchers 37: 64-65.

Wedley, H.D. (2000). Bird watching at Ernakulam. Newdletter for Birdwatchers 40(6): 74-76.

Whistler, H. (1936). The ornithology of Travancore and Cochin, Part 4. Ali, S. and H.
Whistler J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 38: 484-504.

Zacharias, V. J. & A. J. Gaston (1983). Breeding seasons of birds at Calicut, southwest India
Ibis 125: 407-412.

Zacharias, V. J. & A.J. Gaston (1993). Thebirds of Wynaad, southern India. Forktail 8: 11-23.
Miscellaneous

Devasahayam, S. & J. Rema (1991). Acaciaseeds- anew food sourcefor birdsat Calicuit.
Newsletter for Birdwatchers 31(1 & 2): 12-13.

Devasahayam, S. & J. Rema(1993). Birds visiting flowers of Indian Silk Cotton Tree at
Calicut, Kerala. In: Bird conservation, strategiesfor the 90s & beyond (Eds.: A. Verghese,
S. Sridhar & A.K. Chakravarty). Ornithological Society of India, Bangalore.Pp. 184-185.
Harington, H. H. (1913). Description of new subspecies. Bulletin B.O.C. 33: 81-82.

Harrap, S. C. & N. JRedman (1989). Some observations of scarce birdsin Keralaand
Tamil Nadu. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 86: 460-461.

108



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Hume, A. O. (1875). Novelties. Sray Feathers 3: 296-303.

Hume, A. O. (1876). Novelties. Sray Feathers 4: 484-4809.

Praveen, J. (1995). Birdsin Termite Mound. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 35: 73.

Jayson, E. A. (1986). Ecodevelopment of wildlife sanctuaries in the Western Ghats of
Kerala. Ecodevelopment of Western Ghats. Peechi, Kerala: KFRI. Pp. 60-66.

Jayson, E.A. & D. N. Mathew (2000). Seasonal changes of tropical forest birds in the
southern Western Ghats . J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 97(1): 52-61.

Jayson, E.A. & D. N. Mathew (2002). Structure and composition of two bird communities
in the southern Western Ghats. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 99(1): 8-25.

Maheswaran, G. (2001). Effects of habitat alteration on the birds of the Western Ghats,
India. OBC Bulletin: 33: 13-14.

Naseer, N.A. (2002). Avian Encounter. Hornbill April-June 2002.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1958). Water birds and our irrigation schemes. J. Bombay Nat.
Hist. Soc. 55: 360-361.

Neelakantan, K. K. (1976). Seasonal variation in the occurrence of non-migratory birds.
Newsletter for Birdwatchers 16(2): 5-6.

Rillai, N. G (1954). Solar eclipseand animal behaviour. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 53: 708-710.

Pittie, A. (1998). A review of birding notesfrom Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala,
Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu —1998. Mayura 15: 1-53.

Prasad, N. L. N. S. (1990). Abundance and diversity of bird species in Idukki Hydro-
electric Project area, Kerala. Rec. Zool. Surv. India 87(4): 299-316.

Raghu, K.G. (2001). Some noteson birdsbehaviour. Newdletter for Birdwatchers41(2): 16-19.

Ramakrishnan, P. (1983). Environmental studies on the birds of Malabar forest. Ph.D.
thesis submitted to Calicut University, Calicut.

109



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

Ravindran, PK. (2004). Random Notes. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 44(4): 62.

Robertson, A. (1990). Some altitudinal records of birds from the High Range, Kerala. J.
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 87: 456.

Robin, V.V. & P. Davidar (2002). The vertical stratification of birdsin mixed species
flocks atParambikulam, South India: a comparison between two habitats. J. Bombay
Nat. Hist. Soc. 99(3): 389-399.

Santharam, V. (1997). Birdsfeeding on flowers. Forktail 12: 157-161.

Santharam, V. (1999). Birds foraging on tree trunks. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 96(3):
468-469.

Santharam, V. (2002). Fruit and nectar resourcesin amoist deciduous forest and their use
by birds - a preliminary report. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 99(3): 537-542.

Uthaman, P. K. (1991). A case of poisoning of birds and its treatment. Newsl| etter for
Birdwatchers 31(5 & 6): 7.

Zacharias, V. J. & A. J. Gaston (1990). Decline in number of wintering songbirds in
Kerala? OBC Bulletin 11: 36-37.

Zacharias, V.J. & A. J. Gaston (1999). The recent distribution of endemic disunct and
globally uncommon birds in the forest of Kerala State, South-West India. Bird
Conservational International 9: 191-225.

Zacharias, V. J. & K. Mohandas (1990). Bird predators of the teak defoliator Hyblaea
puera. Indian J. Forestry 13: 122-127.

Agriculture
Mathew, G. (1977). A sporadic bird pest, Ploceus philippinus (Linnaeus) attacking paddy
plants at Mannuthy, Kerala. Agric. Res. J. Kerala 15: 96.

Conservation

Jayson, E.A. (2001). Structure, composition and conservation of birdsin Mangalavanam
Mangroves, Cochin, Kerala. Zoo’s Print Journal 16(5): 471-478.

110



Buceros Vol. 10, No. 2& 3 (2005)

TAMIL NADU

Tamil Nadu (8° 04' - 13° 34' North and 76° 14' - 80° 21' East) issituated on the southeastern
side of the Indian peninsula. It hasageographical areaof 1,30,058 sg. km which constitutes
about 4% of theland areaof the country. The Stateisdivided into 30 administrativedistricts.
Tamil Nadu can be divided into three physiographic regions namely, the eastern coastal
region, the western hilly region and the plains. The northern and western parts of the state
aremainly hilly areas of the Western Ghatswith an average elevation of 1,220 m and going
up to 2,440 m, which is the highest point. The major rivers flowing through the State are
the Palar, Cheyyar, Ponnaiyar, Cauvery, Moyar, Bhavani, Amaravati, Vaigai, Chittar, and
Tamaraparni. The Cauvery isthe eighth largest river of the Indian subcontinent and is 760
km long. There are about 37 small rivers and rivulets in the State (Sadasivan et al. 2000).
Tamil Nadu is an agricultural state with good fertile land. It is a major producer of rice,
sugarcane, cotton, teaand coffee. Thetotal populationis62.11 million (6% of the country’s
population) of which 56.14% is rural. The human population density is 478 per sg. km
(Ministry of Environment and Forests 1999). Tamil Nadu has many important protected
areas such as Anamalai, Kalakadu-Mundanthurai, Mudumalai, Point Calimere and
Vedanthangal. The temperature ranges from as low as 0 °C in the higher reaches of the
Western Ghatsto ashigh as42 °C in the hot plains. There are three seasons. pre-monsoon
(July-September), monsoon (October-December) and post-monsoon (January-June).

Most parts of Tamil Nadu fall in the Indo-Malayan Tropical Dry Zone (Biome-11) and
some partsin the Indian Peninsula Tropical Moist Forest (Biome-10). The Western Ghats
and the Southern Eastern Ghats form the major forested areas of the State. In the Western
Ghats, the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve (NBR) was the first to be set up in India under the
Indian National Man and Biosphere Programmein 1986. The NBR includesforested areas
of Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, and forms atotal area of 5,520 sg. km. The areais
divided into a core zone (1,240 sgq. km) and a buffer zone (4,280 sg. km) (Ministry of
Environment and Forests 1989). The core zone is distributed in Kerala, Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu. Thetotal areaof the NBR in Tamil Nadu forms 2,537 sg. km, with acore area
of 274 sg. km (Ministry of Environment and Forests 1989).

TheNBR ishiogeographically apart of the Indo-Malayan Realm and representative of the
topographic and climatic complexity of the Western Ghats, a biodiversity ‘hot-spot’ in
India. The NBR is also representative of some of the oldest hills in India which arose
somewhere around 40 million years ago. As aresult of this topographic complexity, the
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NBR encompasses awide range of rainfall zones. The annual rainfall ranges between 500-
7,000 mm. The wet season is June to September. April and May are the hottest months.
The temperature fallsto 0 °C during December-January in the higher hills of the Nilgiris.
The varied climate pattern, coupled with acomplex and wide variety of vegetation types,
namely scrubsin the eastern plains, dry and moist deciduousforestsin Mudumalai, montane
forest (Shola) and grassland on the Nilgiri Plateau have given rise to rich biodiversity.
About 156 species of vertebrates are endemic to the NBR (Daniels 1992). It supports all
the 16 species of Western Ghats endemic birds, of which one is Endangered, four are
Vulnerable and five are Near Threatened (BirdLife International 2001). Of the 427 Indian
plantslisted under variousdescriptions, e.g. extinct, possibly extinct, endangered, vulnerable
or rare, as many as 123 species occur or are known to have occurred in Tamil Nadu. It is
also relevant that of the 123 species relating to Tamil Nadu, as many as 62 species are
endemic to Tamil Nadu. The Eastern and Western Ghats meet along the Moyar Gorge with
the Biligirirangan Hills along the northeast and the Nilgiris on the southwest. This results
in aseries of forest gaps in the Ghats, which are actually valleys that break the continuity
of themountain ranges, such asthe Palghat Gap, the Moyar Gap or Gorge and the Chenkotta
Gap. These gaps have prevented the spread of certain species and hence facilitated local
speciation and endemism.

Tamil Nadu has atotal of 25 protected areas, of which five are national parks and 20 are
wildlifesanctuaries. Thetotal protected areaspreadsover 0.29 million ha, which constitutes
2.24% of the geographical area (Rodgers et al. 2000). The Ramsar Convention has
designated 19 wetlands of International Importancein India. Point Calimere Wildlife and
Bird Sanctuary isoneamong them, designated in November 2002 (Ministry of Environment
and Forests 2002).

Vegetation

The principal forest types in Tamil Nadu are the Tropical Rain Forests, Dry Deciduous
Forests, Dry Thorn Forests, Montane Shola, Grassland and Mangroves. According to the
2001 report of the Forest Survey of India, theforest areais2.26 million hawhich constitutes
17.40% of theland area of the State. Thefloraand faunaof the Western Ghatsin particular
areof great interest from the scientific point of view becausethey illustrate the phenomenon
of discontinuous parallel distribution. Out of about 35,000 species of flowering plantsin
the whole of India, about 3,000 species are found in Tamil Nadu. The flora of the Nilgiris
show a relationship with that of the Eastern Himalaya, and the forest in this region is
evergreen composed of tropical and subtropical vegetation (Lakshminarayanaet al. 2002).
Of 2100 species of flowering plants endemic to peninsular India, 818 are found in the
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Nilgiris and adjoining areas (Mohanan and Balakrishnan 1991). Tamil Nadu has a long
coastline of about 999 km (Ramakrishna and Venkataraman 2001), comprising of 574 km
sandy coast, 31 km rocky coast, and 394 km muddy coast. Thisis mostly on the east coast
and constitutes 18.9% of the coastline of India. Apart from the extensive fishery - inshore
and offshore regions of Tamil Nadu the coastal habitat is of great importance for its many
special features, particularly the estuaries and wetlands with their complex and dynamic
ecosystems. Thefollowing major estuariesarefound in the State: Edayar, Ennore, Cooum,
Adayar, Uppanar, Vellar, Kollidam, Cauvery (= Kavery), Agniyar and Kallar. Tamil Nadu
has only a very small representation of mangroves, a mere 2,640 ha (0.46% of the total
mangrove areain India). The main mangrove formationsin the State are at Pichavaram at
the northern extremity of the Cauvery deltain the Cuddaloredistrict, in the areas of Chatram,
Adhirampattinam, Point Calimere and Muthupet of Nagapatinam district, and in the
Thanjavur (Tanjore) district. These are considered ecologically sensitive areas of the east
coast of Tamil Nadu.

The Gulf of Mannar Marine Biosphere Reservein Tamil Nadu isthefirst marine biosphere
of itskind to be established in India on the east coast, during 1989. The seabed has arich
vegetation of seaweed and sea grasses, and also small patches of mangrove vegetation.
The Gulf of Mannar Marine National Park harbours a good population of the endangered
marine mammal Dugong dugon.

AVIFAUNA

An annotated checklist of the birds of Tamil Nadu is not available, but more than 450
species are likely to occur. Among the Critically Endangered species, the Oriental White-
backed Vulture Gyps bengalensis, and the Long-billed VVulture Gypsindicusare present in
the State. BirdLife International (2001) has listed 10 Endangered species. The Lesser
Adjutant-Stork Leptoptilos javanicus, Wood Snipe Gallinago nemoricola and the Lesser
Kestrel Falco naumanni are occasionally seen. Fifteen out of 57 Vulnerable specieslisted
for India by BirdLife International (2001) are found in Tamil Nadu. The Western Ghats
region occurring in Tamil Nadu contains high diversity and a great number of endemic
rainforest plants and animal taxa (Nair and Daniel 1986, Vasudevan et al. 2001). Some of
the key species of this region are the Nilgiri Wood-Pigeon Columba el phinstoni, Blue-
winged Parakeet Psittacula columboides, Malabar Grey Hornbill Ocycerosgriseus, Nilgiri
Pipit Anthusnilghiriensis, Grey-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus priocephal us, Black-and-Orange
Flycatcher Ficedula nigrorufa, Broad-tailed Grass-Warbler or Grassbird Schoenicola
platyura, Small Sunbird Nectarinia minima, Grey-breasted Laughingthrush Garrulax
jerdoni, Nilgiri Flycatcher Eumyiasalbicaudata, I ndian Rufous Babbl er Turdoides subrufus,
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Nilgiri Laughingthrush Garrulax cachinnans, White-bellied Blue Flycatcher Cyornis
pallipes, White-bellied Shortwing Brachypteryx major, White-bellied Treepie Dendrocitta
leucogastra, and Wynaad L aughingthrush Garrulax del esserti. In thisgroup, four threatened
species are mainly confined to Tamil Nadu, as well as the Western Ghats (Stattersfield et
al. 1998). Besides the endemic species, the Vulnerable Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus
philippensisisfound in the State in significant numbers (Manakadan and Kannan 2003).
BirdLifeInternational (2001) haslisted 52 Near Threatened bird species of Indiaof which
15 occur in Tamil Nadu. Earlier, Nagulu and Rao (1983) and recently Manakadan and
Kannan (2003), have shown that the wetlands of Tamil Nadu are the major strongholds of
the Spot-billed Pelican. A ccording to the IBA criteria, 37 sites were identified as Imprtant
Bird Areas (Idam & Rahmani 2004).

Theinformation given aboveisobtained from “ Important Bird Areasin India: Priority
sitesfor Conservation” (Islam and Rahmani 2004).
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